Princess Caroline Murat’s professional
career as a musician is under her mother’s
maiden name: Haffner.
Musician, teacher and artistic director
Caroline has just been named "chevalier
de l'ordre des Arts et des Lettres" in
France. The main aim of her career is to
support the causes which have been
presented to her in recognition of the
opportunities given to her to study music.
Her charitable activities include
fundraising recitals or by her own
presence in Africa, the Middle East and
Asia. Her first charity concert while she
was still a student at the Conservatoire
National Supérieur de Musique de Paris (CNSM) was at Les Invalides in the presence of, and for
those injured in the Algerian war.
THE MUSIC
Personalities including Placido Domingo, and the late, great cellist Mstislav Rostropovich have
supported and encouraged her during her musical career. Rostropovich spoke of the
“imagination, colour and poetry in her performance.” General Charles de Gaulle, to whom she
was presented, considered her as "one of the great hopes of France."
Born in Neuilly-sur-Seine, Paris, Caroline
Haffner began her piano studies at the age of 4
years. The youngest student admitted to the
CNSM she entered by "exceptional exemption"
and took part in all the auditions and concerts
organized at and by the Conservatoire. Before,
at the age of 7 years, she went to Lausanne at
the invitation of the great French pianist Alfred
Cortot who had heard people speaking of her
and wished to audition her. He was so
impressed by her talent that he immediately
recommended her to Samson François, concert
pianist and professor emeritus at the Ecole
Normale de Musique Paris (Alfred Cortot)
where she was able to work on romantic and
French music repertoire. At the age of 13, Caroline received her gold medal for piano, solfege
and the history of music at the CNSM and then joined the Ecole where she followed the
masterclasses of Samson François.
In one year, she was unanimously awarded the prestigious Concert Licence from the hands of
the orchestral director Charles Munch. At the age of 14, she was at the time the youngest pianist

to obtain this distinction. For this competition she played the "sonate" by Henri Dutilleux - who
from then on followed her career and considered her as one of the best interpreters of his work.
Her performance for the entrance competition was noted by piano teachers as "exceptional"
and she received the same year by "special exemption" her first, unanimous first prize at the age
of 15. After a number of first prizes at the CNSM - chamber music, gold medal for sight reading
(déchiffrage) and accompaniment - she was successful in the super-soloist competition at the
ORTF French TV and radio broadcast organization and started to record regularly for radio. A
“Virtuosité” at the Conservatoire de Genève with Harry Datyner completed this phase of her
studies.
She gave her first concerts in France and Germany - the country of origin of her mother - and her
first international tours were organized in Romania, the USSR, Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Belgium, Italy, Switzerland and Great Britain by the French association for artistic action (AFAA)
which considered her to be the best French hope for piano.
She continued her studies in Vienna with the great Russian teacher Léonid Brumberg and took
part in the Marguerite Long International Competition in Paris where she won the gold medal
and was the youngest among the 85 international participants. Noted by the judge Lev Oborine,
pianist for the great Russian violinist David Oistrakh, he presented her to the Culture Minister of
the USSR, Madame Furtseva. She immediately invited Caroline to the Tchaikovsky Conservatoire
in Moscow. The only west European musician to receive a scholarship she was invited to all the
cultural events and presented to President de Gaulle in Moscow. She was one of the two
youngest candidates selected for the Tchaikovsky International Competition in Moscow. She also
obtained a prestigious Fullbright Scholarship which was given to her by Eunice Kennedy Shriver,
sister of President Kennedy, allowing her to continue her studies in the USA.
Grand Prix at the Concours International d’Exécution Musicale in Geneva, where the Swiss press
spoke of her as the "new Martha Argerich" and at the «Casagrande» international competition in
Terni and Prix du Concours International
«Busoni» at Bolzano, Caroline Haffner
became the first French woman to achieve
such international recognition after the
Second World War and during the Cold War.
FRANCE & BEYOND
Awarded Poland's most prestigious cultural
award for her "activities for Polish music and
musicians" she travelled to Cracow with
President Giscard d'Estaing to perform a
concert at the Maguelonne (Jagellon)
University in commemoration of the Grande
Armée 1812 . In 2010 she was invited to give
a concert at the Royal Palace of Warsaw in the
presence of President Kaczynski, the minister of culture and a number of political and cultural
figures. The concert was held just before the dreadful Smolensk air crash.

These various events shaped Caroline's international career as a soloist. Her Paris debut was at
the Théâtre des Champs Elysées when she played Tchaikovsky’s Concerto No 1 conducted by
Igor Markevitch.
Caroline Haffner has taken part in the major musical
festivals including the Verbier Festival, Moscow
Spring Festival, Ludwisbourg Festival, Ravenna
Festival, Garsington Opera, Montreal etc…) and
performed on the world’s great stages including
Carnegie Hall, the Royal Albert Hall, Salle Pleyel,
Tchaikovsky Great Hall, Victoria Hall, Lisinski Hall
etc…) She has worked with the most prestigious
orchestral directors including Pierre Dervaux,
Lawrence Foster, Armin Jordan, etc…) and
orchestras throughout the world including the
Russian National Orchestra, the Czech Philharmonic,
the New York Symphony, Orchestre de la Suisse
Romande, Montréal Symphonique, Cologne
Orchestra etc…)
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
Recognized and appreciated as an interpreter of
contemporary music, Caroline has inspired a
number of composers who have then dedicated
their work to her. They include Yves Prin and
Philippe Fénelon, whose work she recorded with the Ensemble Intercontemporain and was
awarded a «Diapason d’Or».
While «Pianist in Residence» at the
«Casa de Velazquez» in Madrid
Caroline performed works by Cristóbal
Halffter, Bruno Dusapin, Luis de Pablo,
etc… and also played as soloist with
the «Diabolo in musica» contemporary
ensemble on tour in Spain and in Italy.

during the production of «Saint François d'Assise».

Caroline worked with Henri Dutilleux
for his «Sonata» for piano and with
Yvonne Loriod, the wife of Olivier
Messiaen for his «20 regards sur
l’enfant Jésus» and accompanied her
on her request at the Salzburg Festival

Her work on contemporary music was twinned with her passion for contemporary art. Caroline
has played recitals in the most prestigious contemporary galleries, foundations, art festivals and
museums in Paris, New York, Washington, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain,
Greece and Italy.

RECORDING, TEACHING
Caroline's recording of Mendelssohn’s sonatas and variations for piano and violin was acclaimed
in the USA by both «Fanfare» and «In Tune». Her Fénelon recording was the best-selling
contemporary music CD at the time.
Assistant professor at the CNSM (Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique) in Paris she was
also invited as Maître de Chant and répétiteur at opera houses in Vienna, St.Gallen and Paris.
She has also been guest professor at the Geneva and Nice Conservatoires among others.
MASTERCLASSES, ACADEMIES & JURIES
With Barbara Hendricks and Martin Engstroem, Caroline co-founded the Piano Academy at the
Verbier Festival in the 1990s and since then has consistently helped, supported and promoted
young artists by finding study scholarships which have allowed them to take opportunities at the
start of their careers. Many among them are the stars of today in classical music.
She has also given masterclasses at the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, at the Music
Academy in Kazhakstan, in Poland, the UK and on French music at Harvard in the USA.
Her love for opera led her to accompany
masterclasses with Teresa Stich-Randall, Ileana
Cotrubas etc.) and to organize voice masterclasses
with Inva Mula, Leontina Vaduva and Jean-Philippe
Laffont among others, and to accompany singers in
recital. Recently she performed with Edwin CrossleyMercer in «Frauen-Liebe und Leben» in the original
version with actor Marthe Keller as narrator.

leading the Nice Philharmonic Orchestra.

She created the Beausoleil Opera Festival where she
invited Barbara Hendricks, Nathalie Stutzmann, José
van Dam, Christa Ludwig, with Emmanuel Krivine

Caroline Haffner is invited as jury member to various international competitions across a range
of disciplines, including piano, violin, voice and chamber music in France, Spain and beyond.

CHAMBER MUSIC
Caroline Haffner played the three Brahms
sonatas with Maxim Vengerov in concert
and has collaborated with Gautier
Capucon, Eugene Sarbu, Alain Marion,
Bruno Pasquier, Gervase de Peyer, the
London Mozart Players for Mozart
concerti and the Chamber Orchestra of
Bruges for Bach concerti, among others.
In London she has a faithful audience for
her recitals at St Martins in the Fields.

CHOPIN: Caroline Haffner was the last student of Samson François, who was the French

interpreter of reference for the great composer. It was the grand maître Alfred Cortot who set
Caroline on her career as a pianist when she was a child. Cortot, whose name is now included
alongside the CNSM in Paris, revised all of Chopin’s works for the Salabert musical publishers.
Caroline has retained from both these great musicians and their teaching the taste and demand
for "beautiful sound" («beau son»).
(Caroline Haffner World Tour with Chopin's Ballades 2019 - 2025)
St Martins in the Fields, London

https://vimeo.com/344746816
LISZT: Noted for her virtuosity Caroline was encouraged by the late György Cziffra, considered

to be one of the greatest pianists of the twentieth century. Among Cziffra’s teachers was István
Thomán, who was a favourite pupil of Franz Liszt. Caroline studied the Lisztian repertoire with
Cziffra.
.
SCHUMANN: Caroline’s family connections also go back courtesy of her great grandmother who
was sister to the poet Heinrich Heine who inspired Schumann to write some of his most beautiful
“Lieder.”
Through all these connections, romanticism is for Caroline Haffner a very natural language.
THE MAIN AIM
The main goal in Caroline Haffner’s career was and remains philanthropy and support for causes
which have been presented to her as a result of the opportunities given to her in studying music.
This has included contributing concerts and raising funds for organizations working directly on
the ground.
In France, she has played concerts and recitals for the benefit of the French Red Cross, the
Salvation Army, the Institution Nationale des Invalides, the Fédération Française de Psychiatrie,
the Institut Des Vaisseaux Du Sang, the Fondation pour l’Enfance (Madame Giscard d’Estaing),
(2001/2010) Association Valentin Hauy for people with sight difficulties (to buy the first
computer equipped with braille), and AVEC Cancer Research, (1998/2003).
In Africa, Caroline supported «ART against leprosy» in Morocco, (1987/1990), AMREF Flying
Doctors, the «Fight against River Blindness » in Malawi and Zambia, l’Association Padre Pedro
Madagascar et a number of orphanages in Namibia - at the request of HSH Prince Albert of

Monaco, (2000/2001). While living in Monaco, (1993/2003) Caroline helped «Mission Enfance»,
«Monaco Aide et Présence» and the Prince Albert II Foundation.
In Latin America, Caroline played to raise funds for "Aldeas Infantiles" in Uruguay while she lived
there from 1990/1993 et more recently in Mexico for the Royal Resorts Cancun Foundation and
«Crescendo con la Musica» which teaches music to street children.
While living in Spain,
Caroline supported ONCE
for children with sight
difficulties (1981-1984) and
"Rastrillo Nuevo
Futuro" (1985/1987). In
Germany she played for the
”Little Tears" foundation of
Regine Sixt and in Asia for
Doctors without Borders
«Médecins Sans Frontières
Cambodia» and the « Music
Foundation of HH Princess
Galyani Vadhana in
Thailand» (1995/2007).
Caroline played in the
Lebanon for raise funds for
the restoration of the archaeological museum (1979/1981), in Iran with the Tehran Chamber
Orchestra at the university to raise funds for education and in India to raise funds for the Mumbai
Philharmoic Orchestra (Meli Mehta) (1994/1995).
She has played concerts throughout the world for CARITAS, Lions Clubs International
Foundation and the Rotary Club.
Caroline organized numerous charity galas - including the Gala des Coeurs in Geneva (2003 and
2004) - and the music gala for the 60th anniversary celebrations of the United Nations Office in
Geneva with an ecumenical, celebration concert in Geneva Cathedral. She arranged a
performance of a lost manuscript, found in the archives of the Bodmer Foundation, of “La Morte
d’Abele”, an oratorio by Cimarosa. Caroline arranged for the manuscript to be transcribed and
orchestrated by the Fondazione Cimarosa in Venice.
HER STAGE NAME
Sigmund Haffner was the patron of Mozart and until 1772 the Mayor of Salzburg, where one of
the streets still has his name. He is an ancestor of Caroline Haffner’s mother. The mayor’s son was
a childhood friend of Mozart who wrote for him an eponymous symphony (No 35) and a
serenade (KV 250).
FESTIVALS
Caroline has created a number of festivals, including two in Gstaad: in 2000 “Les Sommets
Musicaux” and from 2006 the “Gstaad New Year Music Festival ‘’now celebrating its 15th edition.
Other festivals included ‘’Ski et Musique’’ in the Valais which allowed her to offer winter holidays

to young musicians. A great
fan of cinema, she founded
“Le Piano fait son Cinéma” in
La Baule, France. Theatre
being another passion,
Caroline has invited a number
of actors to the events
including Marthe Keller,
Clotilde Coureau, Sure Attika,
Cyrielle Clair , Brigitte Fossey
etc.) .

Caroline has been awarded a series of prizes and awards throughout her career and she is today
"Chevalier de l'ordre des Arts et des Lettres 2020," in France.
Doctor Honoris Causa of Casale Monferatto University, Italy she received the Polish Cultural
Medal of Merit (http://bern.mfa.gov.pl/fr/actualites/
medaille_de_merite_pour_caroline_murat_haffner?channel=www
and Doctor Honoris Causa Astana.
Caroline continues to play recitals and concerts as soloist and as a chamber musician, with
orchestra, and as accompanist. She is also invited regularly as a judge for competitions.
Caroline Haffner is the artist’s name of Princess Caroline Murat, rue de Provence, 75009 Paris,
France

